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Editorial Comments:

Storyline:

Two suburban public school teachers embark on the ultimate educational challenge: to drop 21 affluent eastern high school students into the wilds of Montana in search of the 200-year legacy of Lewis and Clark.  Despite all their research and planning, everything rides on the variables of the weather, the land and the interrelationships among the students and their leaders.  Their greatest test will be their willingness to trust each other, shed their prejudices and defy the physical obstacles of a wilderness  environment.  In the end, their struggles reveal a deeper meaning about Lewis and Clark and the American West.

The script:
This script represents an outline for the production and editorial cuts of the documentary film.  The dialogue in this script outlines general subjects and talking points, which will be subject to modification given the nature of in-studio commentaries.  We wish to give the film editor, Phil MacDonald, creative flexibility, while at the same time crafting parameters and guidelines to maintain storyline.

Formula:

The film will be divided into five chapter segments representing the Introduction, Blackfeet Reservation Culture Shocks, Montana Science Institute Training, River Expedition and Conclusion.

Cohesion is provided by a consistent format with black screen transitions, onscreen text quotes, a musical score, a central narrator (the filmmaker), and the voices and images of the two teachers.  The narrator, on-screen text and map keep the audience oriented to the place, time and action.

Texture is provided through fast cuts between multiple characters, A-roll and B-roll footage from Montana and several musical/film montages to change pace from the main narrative.  In addition, voice overs are intermixed with in-studio interviews.

SEGMENT ONE: A Journey Begins

Fade in


Fire burning embers crackling

(background sounds of fire, water, wind, maybe an indian drum play until title sequence)
Crossfade from fire to Nulf: 9a/1:30-1:59

I first got involved in this crazy business through Chris.  He told me that he was reading Undaunted Courage and I had to read it.  He had done this many times before, but he was more insistant about this one.  

B-roll: X14: 16:25 Indian Paintbrush inside Dead Log

CUT to PARISI: 11/1:15-1:52


Fade through to:  X10: 8:02
Parisi Looking Downriver

As I leafed through the pages, I was struggling to see the land that Ambrose was describing, I was anticipating the next grizzly chase and I could almost hear the captain’s voices and smell the dawn at the continental divide.  Ambrose had me hooked.  He was the one who put the bug in my ear.

B-roll: X14: 16:25 Clark’s Nutcraker Eating a pinecone

CUT to DAVID NULF(DN): 9a / 2:20-2:38

Fade through to: X5f: 9:03
Pan onto Nulf gazing out over Hogback and eating lunch
I guess I feel like their was some sort of connection between Lewis and Clark’s ambitions and my own.  I thought I knew what was driving these guys.

Cut to Parisi: 11/1:52-2:33


Cut through to X14: 17:26  Gravel Path leading into distance

I had been co-teaching with Dave for years.  The bicentennial was only a few years away.  We had to find a way to do something with our kids.  Everyone needs a quest at least once in their lives.  You need to find out:  Do you have what it takes to make it back? – that was the essence of the Lewis and Clark Experience.

Title fades in, Under The Vast Blue Sky:  Tales of an Undaunted Courage Expedition (Strong music theme playing under title.

Fade out

Fade in to B-ROLL of FAIRFIELD shots(45 seconds--- Visuals throughout this narrative should include some distinctive shots of downtown and the beach, the town green and maybe some 17th century gravestones, moving to streets with expensive cars, crowded parking lots, chain stores, luxury items in windows, commuters at the train station, cross-town traffic, big homes, FWHS, students in crowded halls in Ivy League sweatshirts, SAT Prep books, AP Texts… Use fast transition shots to communicate hustle and bustle)

(N) This is Fairfield, Connecticut, an upper middle class suburb on the shoreline of Long Island Sound.  It’s a town with deep roots, by American standards, tracing its unique heritage all the way back to 1639, but, like most of suburban America, it has become a bustling network of upwardly mobile and competitive folks with comfortable homes, expensive cars, and a taste for national chain stores.  Real estate values are some of the highest in the country, and new houses are cropping up on any available piece of land.  In Fairfield County, there are over 1300 people per square mile of living space.  When you grow up around here, financial success is the standard; you get used to tight spaces and high ambitions.  

But when I heard about this program, I envisioned a chance to step out of the race for a while.  
(7 seconds---Shots of Lewis and Clark books and Journals) 
To follow the trail of Lewis and Clark back across 200 years would mean leaving surburbia far behind… 
(8 seconds---Shots of maps of trail, esp Clark's map from Moulton vol. 1) 
Fade TO B-Roll: X8d: 6:00
View through grasses of Missouri/Marias split
(VO) Nulf: 9a/7:55-8:41

We picked MT very early in the process.  MT is the most open and empty place on the trail.  The corps spent 4 months there.  There are entire stretches of river without bridges or homes or any sign of human habitation.

Cut to Parisi: 11/8:45-8:34


Cut through to: X14: 14:28  Butterfly flits away

Our first challenge was: how do we put together a group that isn’t lily white vanilla?  Lewis and Clark, 200 years ago, worked because they had a wide variety of skills... there was always someone coming to the fore to get them through.  We threw it out there to the student body as a portfolio—who are you and what can you do for us?

Fade to B-roll of candid scenes of the corpsmembers [Use tape X13 from Riordan’s Lake house, etc] interacting together at induction ceremony and various local events.  Focus the camera on Phil MacDonald (X1: 6:39 Phil looking for rodeo in the airport)

(N) That’s me... (Give personal comments about what attracted you to the program, what you expected to find, your anticipation)

CUT to DN: 9a/15:50-16:55

The applications came in slowly – Maybe the kids think this was totally insane – but we started to realize that they were putting in a lot of time... Why should you be part of this?... It was pretty exciting when we first opened up the box of videos.  It was apparent from the beginning that we were looking at an exciting group of young people.

A:Roll -- Cut to x12j: 8:30
Girls singing in the cabin

CUT to Jess: 1 /32:45-33:01

I received my Lewis and Clark letter when I was in the shower... I was dripping wet and was totally surprised.

CUT to Matt: 12/1:05-1:11

I found out about it and said... “Hey chilling in MT for a month, cool.  I don’t do much else – Why not?”

CUT to Ross G: 6 /4:00-4:07


“It sounded great, but I thought it was unrealistic.”

Fade to B-roll: x-4b: 2:24: “monkey people” on trampoline.


(VO)Ross: 6 /5:25-5:35

“When I first told my parents, they gave me a half-hearted yeah... They didn’t believe it any more than I did.”


(VO)K-Rob: 1 / 2:47-2:52


Everyone is sooo different...

Cut through to K-Rob: 1 / 2:53-3:04


(No two people are alike)It really was a motley crew.

Cut to B-roll: x-5b:6:25
Exhausted corps, sleepy kids sitting listening to Gil, Matt yawning.

Cut to Keane: 2 / 3:05 – 3:10


My mom was pretty nervous

Cut to Ricki: 10:29:04-29:22

My dad was like go-ahead have fun; my mom was like, “Oh my God, please bring her back alive!!” She was freaking out.

Cut to Whitney: 8/0:15-0:35

My parents had no problem with me going.  I had gone on backpacking trips before and they knew this was something that I would absolutely love.

FOOTAGE ON NULF AND PARISI TO INTERSPLICE within the next 3 minutes of comments:


X4a: 10:30
Dave talking to corps in circle with dog getting in the act


X4a: 13:45
Parisi on diversity of the community/family of Lewis and Clark


X5b: 12:41
Moving canoes, A-roll Nulf, just another 20 feet or so…


X5b: 16:10
A-roll: Nulf in water, how ya’ feeling, kinda sexy,


X8d: 6:19
Candid of Parisi taking pictures


X8d: 18:08
Pan in portrait of grizzly Parisi

(N) Background about Nulf and Parisi as teachers and thoughts about following Nulf and Parisi


(VO)Erc: 2 / 33:46-33:50

Nulf is quiet, but wild at heart...

Cut through to Erc: 2 / 34:05-34:15 

Parisi shows his wild side.  He’s impulsive.

Cut to Hubbard: 3 / 28:33-28:48

Nulf and Parisi compliment each other... with few ripples to the pond.

Cut to Nulf: 9a/6:05-6:25

I don’t know what it is but Chris and I always compliment each other... Everyone always asks, Which one is Lewis?  Which one is Clark?  We never give a straight answer.

Cut to Gribby: 5 / 5:14 – 5:23

Their contrast seems so great at first until you realize that they are keyed into the same values.

Fade to B-roll of captains talking to each other and working together and candids.


(VO) Ross: 6 / 19:30 – 20:00 (approx. Cut down)

If you had two Nulfs it would have been chaos.  If you had two Parisis it wouldn’t have worked.  It took both of them.

Cut through B-roll to Wolfer: 7b/ 3:41-3:59

“They knew exactly what they wanted this trip to be.  They knew Lewis and Clark and wanted us to experience that.”

Cut to Nulf:  9a/7:17-7:35

Lewis and Clark were both amazing leaders and they complimented each other pretty well.  Having worked with Chris and enjoyed a similar relationship with him, it was appropriate and somewhat ironic to join together for this as well.

Cut to Parisi: 11/4:42-4:58

I could never have done this without him.  He picks up where I leave off and where I run short, he’s moving ahead and he provided the wilderness expertise to do this.

Cut to Whitney: 8/ 1:30-1:55


Fade through x-9a: 12:40—13:16 Brendan helping Nick climb down a cliff
They left the leadership for us to learn on our own.  As much as they taught us... they put us into squads, but it was up to us to lead within ourselves.

Cut to Parisi: 11/10:03-29

We knew we couldn’t do it alone and wanted it as authentic as possible.  We needed someone who shared our vision.  In casting it out there , there were 3 people who just stood above the rest.

CUT to Wolfer: 7b/ 0:35 – 0:49

This was an opportunity to go somewhere new... with great students who were chosen to go.  I was very excited.

CUT to Jalbert: 7a / 13:46 – 14:02

Cut through to X8d: 2:40-2:44 Yellow and red flower on prickly pear on cliff, whipped by wind
Sarge is sooo cool.  We had a bond from day one.  She is someone who you can go to on any problem. 

CUT to Hub: 3 / 26:00 – 26:10


I completely pushed my way in... I said, “I’m going.”

CUT to Keane: 2 / 11:35-11:48

We were assigned our sergeants in NY... my reaction, “Is she going to change my diaper too?”

Cut to A-roll: x6d: 8:50
Brett lecturing corps, again

Cut to Whitney: 8/13:17-26

I was a little worried that she would break this bond that I had with everyone else and wasn’t really sure how she was going to fit in.

CUT To B-roll of sergeants 

X-4b: 22:40-
Julie and Brett opening up the hides 

X5f: 1:59—2:06
A-roll candid:  Dave and Julie examining plants
Focus in on Gribko: X6d: 19:00
Gribby talking with keane

(VO) Gribby: 5 / 0:37-0:52

My big concern: Do I have the physical will to do it... Hoping that I wasn’t too decrepit.

Cut to Parisi: 11/ 10:52-11:17

We knew the kids would eye him with a degree of suspicion at first:  who’s that old guy?..  But, his funny stories would get you through some really hard times.

Cut to Walklet: 4 / 22:23-22:30

We’d be talking about a fantasy to us about going somewhere and he’d (Gribby) say, “Oh, I’ve done that.”

CUT to B-roll of us training or fundraising. If we don’t have it on X-13, Use X4c: 00:01 4th of July Run.

(N) Explain that before we went we had to A) raise over $50,000, B) physically train for altitude C) learn a ton about Lewis and Clark --- and wake up at 5am!!

CUT to Fallon: 4 / 35:46-36:00

Waking up that early was awful.  Ross had to call me and I’d drive to his house and get breakfast.

Cut to Kratzman: 13 / 32:53-33:03

Fade to X5c: 3:52-4:05 Exhausted Riordan with head in hands.

Stumbling in there at 5:30 wasn’t fun... I felt good afterwards but in the beginning it sort of sucked.

CUT to Jalbert: 7a / 20: 13 – 20:25

I liked the workouts.  It really wasn’t that bad.  I’m sort of a workout junky anyways.

Fade to B-roll Scenes of hard training and clips of group interaction  (X-13, Riordan’s Lake house training?)


(VO) Fallon: 4 / 37:06-37:20

The training made us gel as a team and get past the initial hang ups.  We were already a family.  We were already bonded.

Cut to Riordan: 10/3:11-3:25

There was just this sense that we owned it... We all felt that we had earned it ourselves.

Fade IN to A-roll bus departure.  Goodbyes to parents.  Packing the bus. Sounds of departure. X2: 00:00-00:19

TEXT ON SCREEN: 5:45 am. June 29, 2004. Fade out. Fade in Fairfield High School was the o​nly east-coast, public high school to run a for-credit summer school course on location on the historic Lewis and Clark Trail.  

CUT to Nulf: 9a/ 19:47-20:18 

Cut through to B-roll: X2: 1:36-1:48  Silhouette with sun cutting through bus window.

I remember a 10-min stretch on that ride when I just sat and stared and thought, “This Thing Is in Motion!”  We are really going to MT.  

They’re all packed and ready.  We’ve done this well.  That was a pretty special time.

CUT to DD: 3 / 4:03 – 4:27


I was terrified… Oh well, now we can’t go back.

CUT through B-roll of Montana wilderness. X14:  00:30-1:10 fog rolling across lake.

(serene background music: Captain Clark score)

(VO) Parisi: 11/21:52-22:32

The land itself is dangerous… storms come in.  There are rattlesnakes out there.  Bears are possible.  Could they perform under pressure?  Could the realize an understanding of themselves in the west?  Could they appreciate the cultures they would meet?  And could they come back with a better understanding of who they were?

Fade to B-roll of bus departure clips:


X2a: 2:30
Bus pulling into terminal


X2a: 7:00
Corps candids inside terminal


X2a: 8:57
Exterior view of planes taxi-ing


X1: 00:01 Plane takes off, view of wing through window

(Musical score carry through to end of scene)

(N) Anticipation of what lay ahead.  Personal anxieties about the journey to come.  Foreboding sense of the unknown

CUT to Ross: 6 / 4;35-4:39

Wow, this thing that I called unrealistic is a reality now.

FADE OUT (end musical score)

SEGMENT TWO:  BLACKFEET BROTHERHOOD
SCENE 

Blackscreen:

TEXT ON SCREEN: "We were now about to penetrate a country at least two thousand miles in width, on which the foot of civilized man had never trodden; the good or evil it had in store for us was for experiment yet to determine… I could but esteem this moment of my departure as among the most happy of my life."

-Meriwether Lewis April 7, 1805
FADE IN

X1: 0:40,  Airplane window, ominous hum of plane. Shots of corpmembers on plane talking about excitements, etc, 

Narrator(VO)

 On the flight out to Montana, rolling plains stretch o​n for hours below the airplane. You can see the farming blocks and divisions and lines, and it's pretty monotonous. With about half an hour left in the flight BAM there's the continental divide. Within 30 seconds the landscape changes drastically. Snowcapped peaks and unbelievably clean mountain lakes reflecting the clouds not too far above them. It's unreal. After about 20 minutes of beautiful peaks and unspoiled nature the mountains break into a type of flat valley in the middle of all the mountains: Kalispell. 

A Roll: Cut to X2: 16:29 Curly Bear’s Welcome
B-ROLL of Glacier National Park


X2a: Scene from Heaven’s Peak


X2a: pan in on door with emblem of Glacier Natl Park 


X2b: 1:51
Columbia ground squirrel
(VO)

Narrator:The drive through Glacier National Park was the most beautiful and frightening of my life. No guard rails! But who would’ve thought we could throw snow at each other in late June? It was like one of those miracles of nature. It’s truly humbling to stand next to these incredible masses and just soak up the largeness of it 
all. The land’s beauty is almost incomprehensible- the millions of years it has taken to create such an expanse. Individuality seems a bit obsolete when compared to something so vast and grand. 

Cut to Jalbert: 7a/2:35-2:39

It was just such a great feeling; we’re finally here.  We’d been waiting a year.

Cut to B-Roll: X2a: 31:59 pan of sun into mountain vista 

x-2a 31:02 The Raging Crystal Waterfall

(N)
So far we have seen amazing landscapes which can only be dreamt of back in Connecticut. The vast yellow-green plains and the towering mountains put a person in perspective. It makes one realize the insignificance of their self in comparison to Mother Nature. One amazing sight which still sticks out in my mind is Running Eagle Falls. The aqua-clear water flowed so smoothly and swift. It hit the water creating a comforting splash, deafening all other sounds around it. Just by standing near it I could feel the clean mist against my skin; and that’s nature’s shower.

Cut to B-Roll

X4a: 2:00
Great shots of buffalo circling their calves
TEXT CAPTION: 
In four months of crossing Montana in 1804, the 33-members of Lewis and Clarks Corps of Northwestern Discovery did not see a single other human being. 

Cut to Nulf: 9a/36:06-36:24


Most of the reservation is just wheatfields.  They undulate in the wind... they’re pushed by the wind... It’s just miles and miles of wheat as far as the eye can see.

Cut to Keane: 2/4:48-5:08

Four white kids walking around on this reservation... we didn’t know how people were going to react.

A-ROLL: Cut to X2b: 8:50
First scenes of tipis on res
Cut to Parisi/11/25:35

We were thrilled when we pulled up.  Here were these three magnificent Blackfeet lodges with their 30’ poles scraping the sky.  They were the largest structures on the whole reservation and we were going to be sleeping in them for 3 days.

Cut to Ricki: 10/37:03-37:15

I thought they were going to be these little tipis – They were HUGE!!

Cut to B-roll: X2b: Ricki in talking circle


(VO) DD: 6:01-6:20

It was neat to wakeup in one.  When you see it in full scope it becomes real.
Fade to black

A-Roll cuts of Two Medicine River

  X3: 32:45—33:03Bossone and others walking toward camera 

X3: 34:00—34:13 Group looking down rim of canyon with binoculars.

X3: 34:00 Hiking through canyon
TEXT CAPTION:  Prior to the arrival of whites, the Blackfeet nation was one of the most powerful and feared cultures on the plains.  While Lewis and Clark had escaped confrontation with the Blackfeet on their westward trek, Lewis was not so fortunateon his return.  // On July __, 1806, his small reconaissance party engaged in a skirmish that resulted in the death of at least one Blackfeet warrior.  Lewis’ 100 mile escape route from the kill site was one of the most panicked moments of the entire journey.

Cut to Nulf: 9a/25:00-25:36

The Blackfeet had the most to lose from Lewis and Clark.  They did lose the most.  They had been the power brokers on the plains.

A-ROLL:  X-2b 16:50 CURLY BEAR talking about interrelationships of all living things

Cut to Gribby: 5/18:56-19:20

Curly Bear and I had alot in common from the beginning... protests... He thought that he could make a difference.

B-Roll X3: 9:20  Curly teaching to corps


(VO) Parisi: 11/23:42-24:13

I knew he’d be a show-stopper.  We’d been telling the kids about him for months.  I think they thought he was a myth – that he didn’t really exist.  But he shows up in his red braid and sunglassess... It was a relief and a joy... Here’s a real indian!

Cut to K-Rob: 1/3:22-3:30


Curly Bear’s Hair was so cool... I wasn’t expecting it

A-roll: X2b: Curly Bear’s joke about transportation: dog, horse, car.

Cut to Riordan: 10/5:18-5:23

I walked up to him and said, “Sir, it’s an honor to meet you.”  He said, “Would it still be an honor if you knew I was in jail?”

B-roll X3: 35:20
Sign of Lewis and Clark fight

X3: 50:20 swimming in two medicine river 

(VO)Parisi: 11/ 32:38-33:13

Lewis had every reason to put the best spin on this story... he knew it would become part of the public record... it was his longest entry in 28 months... he had a lot to explain away... Curly Bear’s oral tradition was certanily appreciated by me.

A-ROLL of gift exchange w/ TIA and CURLY BEAR stories (snippets)X2b: 23:20

Cut to K-rob: 1/24:26-24:54

It was an eye-opening experience... they are more generous and have less.

Cut to Wolfer: 7a/1:06-1:12

The Blackfeet not only think with their heart, but know how to live.

B-roll X4a: 12:30 Corps sitting around talking circle

(N)I have a leather gift bag hanging around my neck.  It was given to me last night at a Talking Circle ceremony here at Curly Bear Wagner's home.  The bag is similar to a medicine bag.  It is made of deer hide and contains three important elements:  cedar, sage and rock.  Each o​ne has special meaning to the woman, Tia White Grass, who gave it to me.  Together, the elements make a sweet, fragrant aroma.  It was a touching moment to receive these gifts, and a Blackfeet Nation flag, from a people who have little material wealth, but are so spiritual and communally connected.  

Cut to Nulf: 9a/29:58-29:24

I was so happy that Katie Jalbert had taken the time to make that quilt... It would have felt like a robbery.  We wouldn’t have been good guests just giving T-shirts.

Cut to Jalbert: 7a/3:50-4:12


I wanted to do something for them to remember us by...


Something that was more than keychains.

Fade to B-roll reservation scenes and candids x4b: 6:30
Cut to Gribby: 5/22:57-23:17

Obviously, they didn’t have much... but the laughter in their household... you’d be hard pressed to find a family so a peace with itself.

Cut to Walklet: 4/ 12:42-13:10


We were just missing as 2 different cultures...

Cut to Ricki: 10/39:32-40:14

I didn’t want to spend the trip not talking to them.  They had a trampoline.  I asked  one of the girls to come bounce with me.  We started talking after that.

A-roll: x3: 53:00
Kratzman “We’re about to see some buffalo.  They’re big, brown and we want to ride em”

B-roll X4a: 8:05 Rancher talking to Dave, Dick and CP


X4a: 3:49  our corps on van watching bison

(N)
The o​nly thing I have found yet to meet the natural beauty of Montana is the immeasurable generosity of those here at the Reservation. To take 27 strangers into their home, provide us with food and a place to stay-- it's really amazing. It is such a change from Fairfield where I feel that so many of us take all of the things we have for granted; here, they have a deep respect for the nature that they live in. I am truly honored to be able to experience this and I know that not o​nly yesterday, but the whole trip will be a life-altering o​ne for all of us. 

Cut to K-Rob: 1/25:28-25:45

Getting out of the Ffld bubble... material things just aren’t important.

CUT TO Dick Gribko: 5/23:46-23:59

Fairfield Cty jades you... You easily forget the path in life that you meant to take.

Cut to Ross: 6/7:27-57

In the absence of materialism, they fill up their lives with happiness.

Cut to Whitney: 8/15:46-15:59

The reverence they have for the land, the respect that they have for their families and their culture and their history.

Cut to Sarge: 7b/ 1:37-1:44

I think they’re more in-tune with the way it should be and that was very powerful to me.

B-Roll:  X4a: 5:21
View of buffalo through prairie grass.

(N) All I have to say is that I have honestly had an amazing experience staying on the Blackfeet Reservation. I want to remember how I learned the power and importance of sweet-grass.   I saw the vastness of the sky, and the billions of stars.  Most importantly, I’ve learned how to live better.  I learned that great men become great because they welcome conflict and do new things.  I learned there is a slower, more relaxed and beautiful way to live.

TRANS: Dawn to dusk OVER BLACKFEET RESERVATION 

Fade to black screen (end musical score)

Segment 3: Montana Science Institute (MSI)

Black Screen

Fade in White Text: 

This is an undertaking fraited with many difecultires, but My friend I do assure you that no man lives with whome I would perfur to undertake Such a Trip &c. as yourself.” – William Clark, July 18, 1803

Fade to 


X5d: 1:59
Trees through bus window


X5e: 1:28
sign on bus:  Montana Science Institute

(N) Our corps departed from Curly Bear’s family and made our way 85 miles south, southeast to train for our next major adventure at Montana Science Institute -- a little-known jewel sitting on the edge of Canyon Ferry Lake

Fade to A-roll of nature scenes around the cabins of MSI and the lake


X4b: 25:12
Yellow flowers on fence


X8b: 1:120
Lake scene


X8c:00:01
Squirrel in tree


X8c: 00:56
Osprey in nest
(VO)  Nulf: 9a/ 38:46-39:24

I was referred to Gil… We started an email correspondance.  It was apparent right away that Gil totally understood what we wanted to do and why we wanted to do it.  He was excited to become part of it.

B-roll, scenes of the Alexander’s interacting with the corps.


Use: Marilyn Speech Tape


X5b: 8:50
Gil making cordage

(N) Introduce Gil and Marilyn Alexander:  Two retired presidential teachers of the year who during their storied careers built MSI from scratch into an institution serving students, educators, researchers and a wayward group of Lewis and Clark fanatics from Connecticut.

Cut to Nulf: 9a/ 40:36-41:00

Gil and Marilyn are educators.  They were tickled to help us.  To see them interact with our kids who are so different from what they are used to was really neat too.

Cut to Matt: 12/ 14:40-14:46

They’ve dedicated their lives – 20 summers – to promoting science education in MT!!!

Cut to Ricki: 10/ 30:37-30:54

They were people who loved what they were doing and really tried to express that and made sure that every kids who went had a connection.

Cut to Matt: 12/14:00-14:16

This guy had soooo much knowledge… He’d point to one plant and he’d tell you how dinosaurs ate it and Lewis and Clark used it – just Amazing Facts!

Fade to A-roll: X4b: 16:00 Gil flint-napping with kids

 
Finish with scenes of Marilyn from Marilyn speech tape

Cut through to Parisi: 11/ 36:29 – 36:45

There isn’t a single person in our party who wasn’t afraid of Marilyn… There is no doubt about that… When she snaps the whip the rest of us hop to.

Cut to Riordan: 10/ 9:12-9:38

Marilyn is the perfect compliment to Gil… she’s focused… where she comes across as strict – its just her way of getting things done.

Cut to Parisi: 11 / 13:55-14:24 (Bring in background music—comical)
This group knew how to have fun and were smart enough to know how to get away with it.  They were a pretty sophisticated bunch.  

Fade to 40-60 second montage of corps pranks: 

X6c: 00:36  Matt and Nick’s ATV ride

X11: 18:20
Fireworks

X6g:  00:01
Night vision pranks

X6e:  22:47
Chicken fights

X10: 27:30
milk chugging

(VO) They could push our buttons and somehow stop short of sending us over the edge.  Dave and I always had to stay one step ahead of them because if they ever got comfortable – there’s no telling what they would do.


(continue music to end of scene)

Fade out

Fade in to cuts of 

X8a:00:001 rotting skulls on the ant hill

X4b: 20:50
hides on ground

X4b: 33:40
Phil Mac shaking hands with a dead beaver 

(VO) Jamie Fallon: 4 / 33:21- 33:36

I don’t know what’s more appetizing, arriving at MSI and seeing a headless beaver among other freshly cut animal hides on a picnic table not far from the dining house before dinner… or knowing that in 10 minutes I’m going to be cutting them up. 

Cut to Nulf:  9a/41:50-58

As macabre as it sounds, Gil had been collecting animal carcasses for us to be used when we got out there.

B-ROLL of fleshing, include aspect of soaking hides in water and poking them around…


X4b: 30:31


X4b: 32:40


X5a: 8:04


X5a: 8:42

(N) We had to watch a movie about how to successfully rip the head off a deer, skin the hides, and prepare them in a deer brain smoothie. Marilyn stopped the video to mention that the meat didn’t magically appear in the supermarkets, since we all squealed when the guy in the video cracked the deer’s neck and twisted its head off.

Cut to Whitney: 8/3:38-43


Looking at it,  I thought it would be disgusting.  I really didn’t want to do it.

Cut to K-Rob: 1 / 7:30-7:53


It was the most disgusting experience of my life….

Cut to Sarge: 7b / 6:06-39

Skinning hides was intense… but it was key to appreciate what they went through.

Cut to Fallon: 34:40-34:55 

The smell was overwhelming… I had to run to the woods and gag every couple of minutes.

Fade to B-roll 

X4b: 31:26 hide fleshing


(VO) Keane:  5:35-6:25

Doing hands on activities made me realize that their journey was not a walk in the park…. It means a lot because it was something that we really had to work for.

 Cut to X8a: 4:01 Catherine and DD dancing with knife in foreground


(VO) Ellyn: 2 / 36:53-37:18


MT does something to your mind.  You just find a way to do it.


(Cut to Ellyn in studio)  we got through it by singing Disney songs.


Cut to A-roll: X8a: 2:14
Girls dehairing the hide while singing

Cut to Nulf: 9a/53:11-53:35

To see Lynda and Danielle and Whitney diving into animal flesh and not being intimidated… that was a character test to some degree.

Cut to Matt: 12/ 9:45-9:56

Muscle is not supposed to be separated from flesh and we’re there trying to rip it off.  We spent the whole day trying to do it and I don’t think we had one hide completed.

Cut to Fallon: 4/ 35:20-35:28


It made me appreciate the price of a leather coat.

Fade to X8a: 4:08 daybreak over the lake
Text on screen: July 4, 2004 




Independence Day




5 a.m.

Cut to Parisi: 39:05—39:58

We equipped the sgts with whistles… At 5am the kids came staggering out to the street.  They were not happy.  We wanted them to have a 4th of July to remember.  Lewis and Clark always celebrated the 4th.  They fired the swivel guns and had extra whiskey rations.  We couldn’t have whiskey so we had the kids run up a mountain.

Cut to Matt: 12 / 12:21 – 12:37

I knew it was going to be about running… Getting up at 4:30 am was painful.  People in Ffld are sleeping til noon and going out to have a barbeque.  We ran up this huge hill and I was mad because it beat me.

Cut through A-ROLL X4c: 00:01 
morning run and view from top over lake 

(N) 
Within two minutes of Sarge waking me up, I was dressed, cleaned, able to see, awake and out in the street feeling like I was ready for whatever they would throw at me. After a comfortable, steady pace I could handle, we hit the first “hill”. It was a hill to my eyes, but Everest to my lungs. The second hill was a never-ending mountain burning my thighs. After reaching the top and catching our breaths we passed around sweetgrass.

Cut to Jalbert: 7a/6:02-6:16

Running up the hill was really tough.  The fatigue sets in.  You feel like you’re going to die.

Cut to DD: 3 / 11:14 –11:50

I think it was the third hill and it got hard and I started to walk and I just couldn’t run anymore.

Cut to Ricki:10/ 41:13-41:32

We get to the top and find out we’re singing God Bless America.  It’s a beautiful song, but when you butcher it… I feel sorry for America.

Cut through A-roll X4c: 10:00
 singing God Bless America

Cut to Parisi: 11/ 40:53 –41:19

We really wanted to make moccasins… Lewis and Clark did it every night.  So when we couldn’t do it, it was a major defeat, but we decided to do the next best thing.

B-roll scenes of struggling with the willow frame of the bullboat.


X5b: 13:03
frame of boat


X5b: 14:35
Whitney and Gribby struggling with hide on boat


X5b: 14:40
floating carcasses in lake

(VO) Nulf:9a/47:28-47:55

The bullboat… as we started… I really didn’t believe it was going to happen… it was complex… what we were creating didn’t look like anything that was ever going to float.  It was hard to believe that it was going to happen.

Cut to Keane: 2 / 6:42—7:14

The bullboat is really raw.  It is made up of three natural materials:  willow branches for the frame, sinew for lashing and an animal hide for the hull… If you can do that you can do anything.

Cut to K-rob: 1 / 11:32 – 12:05

Building the bullboat was a lot of work and everyone was involved.  Each person had his own specialized skill.  That’s where I got the nickname “Blade”.

Cut to Walklet: 4/ 15:03-15:20

As a boy scout, I knew a lot about knot tying.  I was able to teach the others how to do different lashings.  It was team work times ten.

Cut to A-roll :  x5b: 15:30
Whitney finally gets the needle through

Fade to Whitney: 8/ 6:47-54

I can remember going down and watching them.  It seemed really cool and I couldn’t wait to actually see someone in it.

Cut to Erica: 13 / 19:59—20:20 

As we went along we found weaknesses in the museum design of the boat.  We made adjustments and fixed them.  When we were done, we had a better design.

Cut to Whitney: 8/ 7:08-7:32

Erica and I worked on it two days.  We broke sewing needles and ice picks and then used drills to punch holes into it.

B-roll Cuts of boat launching


X7b: 2:20
Whitney christens the boat


X7b: 2:40
Erica paddles away to cheers 

(VO) Parisi: 11/ 41:39- 41:53

Here this group of greenhorn easterners had come west, fleshed hides built an Indian bull boat and got it afloat in the lake.  It was an amazing accomplishment and I was thrilled by that.

Cut through Nulf to B-roll of bull boat launching: 9a/48:47-49:08 (Begin musical score)
To see them drifting away from the dock and have it actually float… it was a cool moment.  It was fun… it was a huge bonding experience.

Cut to Erc: 2/ 38:00-38:30

The bullboat shows that we can do anything… it gives me so much respect for what Lewis and Clark actually went through.

A-roll: X7b: 5:30
Whitney and Erica paddling toward buoy

 
Cut to
Aroll
X7b: 9:53
Everyone getting thrown in the lake 

Fade to black (end musical score)
SEGMENT FOUR :INTO THE WILD

Black Screen

Fade in TEXT: 

The object of your mission is to explore the Missouri River, and such principle stream of it, as by, its course and communication with the water of the Pacific Ocean may offer the most direct and practicable water communication across this continent, for the purposes of commerce. –Thomas Jefferson, June 20, 1803

Cut to Ross: 6 / 8:51-9:02


Fade into B-roll: X8d: 6:36 Catherine’s hair blowing in the wind


Out west nature is more of a force… it affects your mind and your life.

Fade to B-Roll: X8e: 2:23  Scenes of Missouri River Wilderness

(V/O) Nulf: 9a/55:32-55:45


The river was the heart of the trip.  That’s the real magic of why we were there.

Cut through B-roll to Nulf: 9a/55:53-56:19

There are so few places left where you can really feel that detached and be amazed by basic patterns…. Those things just work their way into people’s spirits.

Cut to Wolfer: 7b/ 16:30-16:54

Getting yourself disconnected was so much a part of this.  No radios, Tv’s, Cell phones…. It’s important for my spirit, I can tell you that.

Cut to Gribby: 5/ 20:55-21:18

Tremendous things were happening to us internally and I was hoping that we would pick up on those feelings and take it a step beyond.

Zoom into a still map of the Missouri River in Montana,  

Fade into B-roll, 

X8d: 17:14 Walklet in foreground approaching the White Cliffs 


X8d: 23:30
Pan across face of White Cliffs

(N) Explain the 110-mile river stretch, that there would only be one road crossing this entire course, that we were totally cut away from civilization, responsibilities of corpsmembers. (your personal thoughts about what you were undertaking)

Cut to Whitney: 8/1:56-2:11

I felt that they gave us everything that we needed to get there, but they kind of let us go on our own.

Cut to A-roll a scene from canoe in the white cliffs: 


X9a: 3:20
Eagle Rock


X9a: 7:47
Rock Columns at Hole in Wall

Fade in Text:  The Missouri River Breaks runs 300 miles through northern central Montana.  Inaccessible by motorized vehicle, the stunning eagle sandstone bluffs rise 200 feet from the river bottom.  Meriwether Lewis described them as ‘scenes of visionary enchantment’.

Cut to (IS)  K-Rob: 1 / 13:02-13:13

White Cliff Description
Cut to Gribby: 5/ 11:22 –11:42


The cliffs kept changing as we went downstream.  It was the most peaceful time.

Fade to B-roll:



X9a: 3:00
Floating together as a raft



X8e: 9:29
A pelican takes off

(VO) Whitney Hoffman: 8/ 17:34-18:21

Canoeing down, I would paddle a ways and just sit and see the banks jutting out and the peaks.  It was very refreshing to be in this vast majestic place and to think of these small canoes gliding along.  It was humbling.

Cut to Whitney: 8 / 12:07 – 12:24

Nick would moo to the cows and then they actually got out and started to chase the cows and that was pretty funny…. And then the cows started to get aggressive.

Cut to Walklet: 4 / 1:10-1:20


Every time I saw cows on the river, I’d chase them.


Fade into X9a: 3:30
Walklet stalking cows

Cut to Keane: 2 / 15:52 –16:05

on Walklet and his sunstroke – (absolutely hysterical description)

Fade through to B-roll cuts 


X12a: 7:28
sloshing through rapids


X12a : 10:00 
corps stretched out along river


X12b: 4:00
Eck totally exhausted


X12a: 14:10
Nick pulling Kratzman

 (N) Hot day, very warm night.  Our corps was completely dehydrated by today’s paddle – 23 miles to Hole in the Wall.  The bluffs were magnificent and awe inspiring.  Early on, we were chomping at the bit to get off and actually departed 20 minutes before our captains.  Our spirits were soaring.  However, as the sun beat down and the river wore on, we became pretty beaten down.  Some people had sunburn.  However after we ate and drank we rallied.  The music around the fire boosted our spirits and as Lewis would say, “There was great harmony in camp this evening.”  At the time we didn’t know it, but we’d be tested come daybreak.  

A-Roll: X6e: 20:57  Jess, Brendan, Sarge and Whitney’s Band playing

Fade to black.

Fade to morning, B-roll Hole in the Wall from campsite and river.

Fade in TEXT: (keyboard across screen)

RIVER LOG:  
Saturday, July 10

LOCATION:  
(Need the GPS coordinates)

MISSION: 
Locate a prehistoric Buffalo Jump where Lewis and Clark sited hundreds of rotten carcasses 

MILES TO PADDLE: 27

Cut to A-roll chaotic packing and milling around at camp


X8e: 0:53
Breakfast Prep

B-roll: X8e: 1:35
Packing canoes


X8e: 18:34
Nulf with Binos

(VO) Parisi: 44:58-45:46

1st day we did 23 miles… they were a little sore… and sunburned… like lobsters…and dehydrated…. We really wanted to make this climb to Hole in the Wall.  Every Lewis and Clark explorer in history has made this climb… and these guys just didn’t get up!

Cut to Matt: 12/ 15:12-15:29

Riordan is difficult.  He falls asleep with his laptop on.  You slap this kid in the morning and he still won’t move… He starts looking for his glasses… just crazy stuff.

Cut to Riordan: 10/ 11:32-11;39


Getting out of bed… I wake up early, but I don’t like to move.

Cut to Gribby: 5/17:16-17:43


We were always last… You just had to put up with it.

A-roll x8d: 28:37
Kratzman in hammock

Cut to Brett: 3 / 33:47-34:03


Parisi gave me the three most testosterone filled boys on that trip.

Cut to Keane: 2 / 12:20-12:30


She’s always been the student and now it was her turn to be on top.

Cut to Lynda: 12/ 30:33-30:38


If I ever have to hear her say, “Good morning Ordway, again – Oh my God!

 Cut to Whitney: 8 / 14:14-14:16


Good Morning Ordway!

Cut to Scalzi: 1 / approx. 58 minutes in

I’m not a morning person and I’d hear, “Good morning Ordway… it’s a beautiful day!”

Cut to Brett: 3 / 39:53-40:30

Good Morning Ordway!!!  50 years from now they’ll cringe… The more I bothered them the quicker they moved.

Cut to Whitney: 8 / 14:36-41


But if she hadn’t done that we really wouldn’t have woken up when we did.

Cut to Parisi: 11 / 47:12 –47:22

Her aggressiveness made the rest of the corps bond.  They had a common enemy…

Cut to Ross: 6/31:22-31:41

Brett definitely drew the corps closer together.  She demanded more effort and dedication.

CUT TO Fallon: 4/ 50:33- 50:43


She was indispensable to the trip.  It wouldn’t have been the same without her.
Cut to A-roll x8d: 20:00  just grab a sound byte of Nulf talking to the corps, 

Cut to (IS) James Fallon: 4 / 47:07-47:44

Today it took us 2.5 hours to break camp. This was bad. We had a talk about it and it came to a vote over whether or not we should hike to Hole in the Wall. There was a grudgingly half-assed “yes” vote and we made the hike. 

Cut to Nulf: 9 / 57:17 –57:49

I was willing to accept it if they voted to go past.  But I’m so glad they didn’t.  I hadn’t seen it before… it was other worldly… There’s no other place where I was more connected to landscape.

Cut to Fallon: 4 / 48:01-48:28

It was the most spectacular hike of the whole trip… the landscape changes as you go up… that hike defined the experience for me.

Fade Through to B-Roll, montage of climb,  background music (discovery, awe)


X8d: 23:16
Hole in the wall from the river scene


X8e: 3:14
Hiking up to it


X8e: 4:09
Climbing up


X8e: 5:36
Ricki climbs up toward camera


X8e: 4:16
first views from Hole in Wall

(N): We ambled up the mountain, climbed a few short rock faces, and were finally at the top. The view was tremendous. On one side, lush green pastures atop the white cliffs, below, a vertical drop, and to our rear craggy formations ripe for adventure. We traversed the top of the cliff to get to the hole in the wall and ascended the 20 feet to the actual hole. Many portions of the sides had been carved away by people wishing to leave their mark in this hallowed place forever. A few of us explored beyond and began to climb other formations. It brought back childhood memories, exploring for hours every day, returning late in the evening, muddy, cut up, bruised and feeling tremendously accomplished.

Cut to Matt: 12 / 16:42 – 17:17

When you get up to hole in the wall, you’re struck by a whole maze of pillars.. you can see the entire river – 20 miles you just covered and 20 miles still to go.

Cut to DD: 3 / 24:49-25:35

It was serene… to the left was the river we had just come up, to the right the unknown.  It’s when I realized that the river really controlled you.

Fade to A-Roll, Views from Hole in the Wall


X9a: 8:59
Group shots in the hole


X9a: 11:00
Classic hole in wall shots


X8e: 7:25
names carved into rocks


X8e: 4:25
pan down to canoes

 Cut through to (VO) Fallon: 4 / 48:55-49:14

I feel that our vote was a turning point.  It was serious… if we don’t get it together, we are going to miss a lot… It was a wake up call to us – This is what you’ll be missing.

Cut to Ross G: 6 / 21:08-21:34

If we passed Hole in the Wall, we passed it for good… there was a finality… we thought like that for the rest of the trip.

Cut to B-roll:


X10: 00:01
Bighorn sheep


X8e: 10:49
Beaver in river


X10: 0:13
Bossone with paddle in hand walking up bank
 (N) On Mo River wildlife, danger of rattlers, “We are all convinced that there is a rattlesnake in every piece of sage that we see.”

Cut to Walklet: 3:42-3:52


I’m afraid of rattlesnakes.

Cut to Fallon: 4 / 45:46-46:16
When I was walking, I felt that I was hearing rattlesnakes all around me.  But they turned out to be cicadas.  Then, we saw our first rattlesnake – there’s no mistaking rattlers and cicadas.

Cut to A-roll: X9b: 31:35
Hubbard and Nulf with rattler skin discussing what it is

Cut to Nulf: 9/ 1:01:11-1:01:41

When we saw the first one… my heart jumped into my mouth.  It sends the hairs on the back of your neck straight up.  It awakens some primordial instinct in you.

Cut to Kratzman: 13/49:51-50:09

We got over and Bossone is holding a 4-5ft bull snake, and I’m in the water trying to take pictures without it biting me.  It was crazy that he actually caught it.  It was funny when it tried to bite him and he jumped.

Cut to A-roll of snake shots:


X12 a:  8:32
Nulf with snake


X12c: 4:57
Walklet with snake


X12c: 4:41
snakes in boat

Cut to Walklet: 4 / approx. 3:00


By the end of our trip, we had 12 snakes in our canoe.

Cut to Keane: 2 / 14:00 – 14:20


Bossone was a different person – he’s nuts… I don’t think he shut up once.

(VO) Matt: 12 / 11:13-11:25


Broll- X6e: 19:36
Bossone with rod in his hand

Chris is the funniest kid…(DELETE THE MEDICATION PART!!) Then you see him in school and all he says to you is, “hey”.  He’s a totally different kid.

Cut to A-roll of Bossone being crazy


X10: 22:36
Boss throws sleeping bag at Keane


X12e:00:00
Boss stampeding cattle in broad daylight


X12b: 24:07
Boss attacks Parisi on ground

Fade to Black

Fade in Text: White on Black Screen

What I like about camping is you can get really dirty. Either you’re all by yourself, so no one else sees you, or everyone you’re with is just as dirty as you are, so nobody cares. –Anonymous

Fade to McGarry Bar, A-roll: X9b: 3:13  Nulf describing the PETT

Cut to K-rob: 1 / 14:30-14:48

EEEWWW! That was so gross.  There was no privacy.  Everyone knew what you were doing.


Cut to A-roll: X9b: 7:05 Sully demonstrates for everyone

Cut to Nulf: 9a/2:37-3:39

Wilderness is about imagining what it looked like before people were there… having respect for the ancients… leave no trace… we had to teach them to poop in a bag.

Cut to Hubbard: 3 / 43:57-44:18


The Pett… Sully christened it and then there was a flood of people


Cut through to: X9b: 9:53-57 Sully using PETT with toilet paper wave

Cut to Ercolano: 2 / 48:35-49:10


The Pett was not that bad, but its not something I’m doing on a day to day basis.

Cut to Hubbard: 3 / 43:27-43:40


There’s a saying, leave only footprints, take only pictures.

Cut to B-roll, scenes of camp life: X5a: 3:00 Whitney flipping beef jerky on fire

(N) Explaining restrictions: no soap, no shampoo, each squad was responsible to cook their own meals.

Cut to Whitney: 8/ 9:17- 9:32


This wasn’t my first river trip and I actually enjoy seeing how dirty I can get.

Cut to K-rob: 1 / 13:44 – 14:04


The river mud was everywhere.  But getting dirty was kind of fun…

Cut to X8e: 10:21 sloshing through mud up to knees

(VO) Fallon: 4 / 52:58 – 53:33

In our preparation, the captains skirted the fact that we would not be showering. .. When we finally got back to MSI… Why do I feel so strange showering?

Cut to A-roll: X10: 1:58
Sully making fire

Cut to Walklet: 4/18:30-18:43


We didn’t use a match that whole trip… we used fire to cook, for entertainment…

Cut to Matt: 12 / 18:07-18:17

Brendan O’Sullivan got a fire going and broke a piece of string in 5 seconds.  He could be a professional arsonist.  He gets a fire going and just books.

Cut to Ross G: 6 / 22:38-23:02


We had three steaks fall in the fire and it killed our morale.

Cut to Fallon: 4 / 42:33-43:00

Oh, its so hard to cook food over a camp fire… it doesn’t heat evenly… we tried to use tin foil to channel the heat.

Cut to Jess: 1 / approx. 45:00

Our bonfires allowed us to reflect on the day, to sing, to laugh, to prank.  It was a time when we grew closer together.

Fade to A-roll of corps interaction around the fire:  USE Bonfire Confessions Tape

Fade to B-roll: Abandoned homesteads along the river, with background music (eerie but serene, continue eerie music in background til end of this scene)


X9c: 0:41
Corps investigating homestead with huge wall in background


X9c: 2:43
Closeup on Fire Ants


X9b: 31:11
View of Sun through homestead window
(VO) Parisi: 11 / 48:43-49:10

The thing about the badlands is how inhospitable the land really is, and there’s no better icon than these homesteads.  They stand like sentinels to remind you, “Beware!”  If you’re not careful this land can make you pay.

Cut to Ricki: 10/ 5:27-51:14

You see these homesteads totally run down and it awakens your curiosity:  who lived here? When? What were they like? Our curiosity drove us to go see for ourselves.

Cut to Fallon: 4 / 45:01-45:25

There were old cars sunken to the hubs… it was really like a time capsule… it was like a snapshot of a different time.

Cut to B-roll of homestead exploration


X9b: 30:17
Nulf enters homestead


X9b: 30:38
Bird inside house


X9c: 00:01
Nulf explores a barn


X9c: 2:11
Corps walking away down the trail

(N) As we paddlewhacked our way up the bank, half hoping to god we wouldn’t see a rattlesnake, half hoping we would… the 2 story fake brick sided home came into view. We walked up and looked into the dark windows with pieces of screen hanging off them. ... I took a breath and stepped in. My foot came down onto a dirt floor. Little paths were rutted into it room to room. Cabinets lay open to my left, rusty cans sat on or in the dirt. …I backed out slowly after realizing I was standing quite next to a thriving hornets nest. … Walking away, I couldn’t help but realize the almost comforting fact that Mother Nature beat those homesteaders. Man can’t always win, and there are still some places left in the world that are not meant for human habitation. 

Fade to black, end eerie music
Fade in B-roll sky and massive landscape, only sound is the wind, maybe a storm cloud


X8e: 12:00-12:50
Storm clouds

Fade in TEXT: During their 18 mile portage around the Great Falls in 1805, the Corps of Discovery were beaten and bloodied by baseball-sized hailstones.  Clark, his slave, York, the Indian woman, Sacagawea and her 16-month old son almost drowned on dry land during a violent flash flood that trapped them in a plains gully.

Cut to A-roll: X8e: 11:51 Bossone narrating the incoming storm

Cut to Nulf: 9a/ 58:38-58:59

Out there you can have your plans… but it doesn’t work that way.  You can have your rough outlines but the wilderness is going to blow you and push you in ways that you just can’t anticipate.

Cut to B-roll:  X10: 22:06 Sgt. Wolfer sick



X8e: 13:04
Thunder building up

(N) The fourth day on the river we woke up to find one of our sergeants very ill.  Sarge was running a high fever and was very weak.  We still had more than 40 river miles to go before we could get help.

Cut to Hubbard:  3 / 46:32—47:09


Sarge couldn’t move… What scared me was that she couldn’t even participate.

Cut to Ross: 6 / 18:15-18:31


When she got sick it was like all of us getting sick.  She held us together.

Cut to Hubbard: 3 / 47:30-48:16


I lost a buddy… I lost part of myself.  You could see it in everybody.

Cut to Sgt. Wolfer:7b/ 7:38-8:07

On that last day I was ordered not to paddle.  Nulf came by and stole my paddle…. It was really boring just to sit there.

Cut to Gribby: 5 / 14:24- approx. 15:00

When the wind came up, I was paddling Sgt. Wolfer… I decided that I’d make the best of it and enjoy the day.  I started to sing to her and battle the waves.

Fade through Whitney(IS) to B-roll 


X12b: 6:28 Ercolano and Walklet in a seaweed fight


X12c: 8:43
corps in waterfall getting refreshed

(VO) Whitney: 8/21:13-21:45

This morning, Mr. Parisi told us to enjoy our last full day on the river. Float, take pictures, enjoy the scenery, sunbathe, do whatever. We should take everything in, and not think about getting to camp so much as we should enjoy the moment. And we invoked a curse.

Fade Text onto screen at end of Whitney’s voice over:

In 1877, Chief Joseph led 826 Nez Perce men, women and children on a 1,000 mile escape from U.S. troops.  

Within sight of this bluff they were captured, less than 50 miles from finding refuge in Canada.

Fade to A-roll: X9b: 14:50 Phil Mac talking about the vertical climb (out of breath)


X9b: 16:20
Ricki struggling to get to top

Cut to Lynda: 12/ 41:13-41:53

We all went to the top and just sat down in awe without anyone telling us… we’d just come to this point where we appreciated nature and were astounded by it.

Cut to B-roll of the river area: X9b: 17:42 aerial view of river
(VO) Nulf:9a/59:54-1:00:19

Both times we came down we’ve faced weird weather – very strange qualities to the river… there’s a darkness to the wind… invoked the spirit of Chief Joseph a little bit.
Cut to B-roll:


X8e: 9:56 rapids on river


X8e: 14:42
darkening sky through tall grasses

(VO) Matt Stephan: 12/ approx. 20:00-20:31

It was like a sea in a river.  The current turned on us –it was a struggle.  But it was kind of fun to battle nature.  We were saying, “we can do it” and mother nature was saying, “no you can’t”.   My arms got bigger on just that one pull.

Cut to Keane: 2 / 22:34-22:47


When you looked down the river seemed to flow backwards.

Fade to A-roll scenes from storm and hard canoeing [ No footage Available??]

Cut to K-rob: 1 / 17:13-17:50

It got harder.  The sky was darkening, the waves were huge.  We were going backwards.

Cut to Parisi: 11/ 50:04-50:16

That last day on the Missouri – we were rolling the dice.  There was a chance that we might not be bringing everyone back.

Cut to K-Rob: 1 / 18:06-18:15


I was freaking out and crying.  I thought we were going to die.

Cut to Sastre: 13 / 7:16-7:36

We were all about to die… Hubbard was screaming, Tornadoes!! AAAHHHH!!!  When she panics, she stops making sense.  So I was laughing and she was looking at me like I was from mars.

Cut to B-roll of hailstorm


X8f: 17:40-18:40 hailstorm with Phil and Boss

(N) Personal thoughts about fighting mother nature.  Explain the decision crisis:  stuck in between storms and in-between campsites.  Should we stay at a rattlesnake infested site or move on into a pitch dark river? A decision had to be made.

Cut to Gribby: 5 / 13:24-13:45

I heard a rustling in the grass…. It was 6 feet long.  It scared the living daylights out of me.

Cut to Riordan: 10 / 13:45-13:57

When I was coming back unloading, I heard the rattler… I started freaking out and repeating my mantra:  We can’t stay here tonight!  We can’t stay here tonight!

Cut to Hubbard:  3 / 49:58-52:00

It sucked because we knew we had to stay and we couldn’t… what if we got back out on the river and someone missed the campsite?…  Oh, I hated those moments.

Cut to B-roll: X12c: 1:45
Nulf and Parisi discussing what to do

(VO) Parisi: 11/ 53:16-53:52

Everything that we’d been taught was that we should not put these kids on the river at night – yet we couldn’t stay.  We had to make a major decision.  Should we push ahead or fight the rattlesnakes?  So we decided to dump the water – let’s go for it.

Cut through to A-roll:  X12c: 2:10
Parisi with map delegating responsibility to Keane

Cut to (IS) Nulf: 9b/ 5:46- ?

Dump the water was at the moment… are we committed to going on to the end or should we try to find another one on the way?  Our options were getting more and more limited.  We decided we needed a goal to push for.

Cut to B-roll


X12c: 3:30
Corps working hard to get past bridge rapids


X12a: 14:27
Shim and Satre struggling exhausted

(VO) Whitney: 8/22:24-22:38

In the beginning everyone was psyched to go, there were lots of adrenaline and lots of energy. By the middle my arms were maxed out and about ready to fall off. At the end, I was immune to the pain.

Cut to Lynda: 12/ 40:07-40:11


We’d paddle for 30 minutes and then have to rest for awhile.

Cut to Ross: 6/33:05-33:16

The sounds of the night and animals and knowing that we were under no cover of safety was frightening.

Fade to B-roll of the sunset on river, fading scenes from dusk, sounds of the wind, emerging darkness


X9c: 3:02
Sun sitting on top of ridgeline


X10: 23:31
A very tired corps


X12c: 8:20
Swarms of bugs on the river
(VO) Fallon: 4/ 51;15-51:45
Red cliffs came into view, accentuated by the setting sun. The cliffs faded to piney hills and beavers. We were all but exhausted, but we sang and stuck together in a pack. One side of the sky was bright orange and the other a deep purple. As darkness fell, our lights clicked on one by one. The singing continued and the pack loosened a bit. A cheer arose as we reached the bridge that marked our campsite. 

Cut to (IS) Parisi: 11/ 51:25-51:48

As night comes on… the river swallows you up… like being out on the Atlantic.  You can’t hear anything… there’s no moon, no light.

 Cut to (IS) Whitney: 8/ 24:24-24:51

 It was a ghost-like reality as Parisi sat there next to me in the total darkness and eerie silence with no other people around. He said he realized then how much we all mean to him. How we’ve become his extended family; how worried he was about our last group- we were so separated from the head of the pack. I was very touched by how concerned he was. 

Cut to A-roll: X6f: 1:00
Camp Fire embers burning
TEXT: Separation was a common occurrence among members of the Lewis and Clark expedition.  

George Shannon was lost on three separate occasions, one time for two full weeks.  

In their 28 month, 8,300 mile voyage, only one corpsman died and no man was permanently lost from the party.

Cut to Nulf: 9a/ 59:23-59:42

As scary as that was, I’m glad it happened.  Any time you go through a wilderness area unchallenged, it could be dangerous… you need to have proper respect at all times.

Cut to Matt: 12 / 22:02-22:23

We’re pulling this kid up river… Rope burns on my back.  Stepping on all those river rocks… and these guys had to do it for two years.  I can’t complain about anything ever again.  I should just go out and live in the woods now.

Cut to Parisi: 11/ 55:42-56:17 (begin musical score)

They never doubted each other… There performance was superb… As things got harder, they got icy and more determined… no complaints… I’m so grateful to them for that.

Fade through to (VO) X12b: 3:19
Ercolano and Parisi struggle along river

Cut to B-roll: Sunset

TIMELAPSE: X14:  20:20-59:52. 

(N) The Missouri river trip taught me about the environment through taking pictures.  I learned that Mother Nature is the master and origin of art.  The last eight-mile push at night taught me the value of dusk.  I felt the depth in the mountain faces and saw the contrasts more vividly.  The mountains seemed more real – the shadows pronounced the nuances.  And the color!  God truly paints at night.  It started out as a green, brown, and blue sky.  It ended in black silhouettes and pale blue and white light on the horizon.  I have no photos of these – only the images in my memory.  One day I must find a way to come back to this river.

Fade to Black (end background music)

SEGMENT FIVE: HOMEWARD, A New Journey Begins

Black Screen

FADE IN TEXT:

May your trails be crooked, winding, lonesome, dangerous, leading to the most amazing view. May your mountains rise into and above the clouds. –Edward Abbey 

Bring in Sound:  Just the wind

Fade to B-roll x14: 14:50 Views from Hogback 


X14: 4:02
Cricket on a rail
(VO) Ricki Naft 10/ 57:40-57:57

It boggles my mind that people think it’s possible to experience nature from the inside of an air conditioned vehicle. This expedition has been teaching me so much about people, the environment, and myself. I find so much more pleasure in the simplicity of life out in the wilderness than I do in the fast pace lifestyle back home.

Cut to Whitney: 8/4:52-5:22

Imagine you’re Lewis and Clark and its August and you’re standing here looking across and winter is setting in.  I followed the line of the slopes and just couldn’t imagine having that far to go when it was that cold.

FADE TO B-roll:  X12h: 14:14
Lemhi Pass

Text on Screen: 

 For the 3 centuries following Columbus, explorers searched for a practical all-water route to the Pacific.  

Meriwether Lewis carried this quest with him to Lemhi Pass.  On August 12, 1805, this ages old dream vanished as Lewis beheld the awesome reality of the Rocky Mountain chain.

CUT TO A-roll: X12h: 3:00
clips of Steve Matz, 

X12j: 3:23
hiking with group down the pass

CUT TO Ross: 6 / 24:54-25:11


Coming over Lemhi… was a symbol of our goal achieved.

CUT TO Hubbard: 3 / 53:48- approx. 54:20


Cut through to X12j: 3:41 Trickle of the Headwaters of the Columbia

Here were two guys at the end of a journey that had taken years of their life to complete…. They were so proud of who they picked, so proud of our group.

FADE to B-roll X12j: 1:10
corps spelling IDAHO 

(N) Reflections upon our journey.  Stress the changes that had taken place in you and in those around you – especially Danielle Debouver.

Cut to Sastre: 13 / 5:11-5:22

In our meetings she was so quiet – In MT, she was jumping off bridges and into hot springs.

Cut to Erc: 2/ 32:18 –33:00

She’s wild… (jumping off bridge description), There’s Pearl.  Oh my god! She can’t be doing this.

Cut to DD: 3/ 14:45-15:15

When I looked down I got really scared and held Lynda’s hand… Then Brendan just jumped off.

Cut through to B-roll X12c: 14:01 OSully plunging off the Mayflower Bridge


(VO) DD: 3/ 15:34—approx. 15:56


It feels so cool to jump.  It really didn’t hit me, then I was so proud.



Cut to Lynda: 12 / 37:28-37:45

I couldn’t believe that DD did it cause she’s afraid of heights… but its just that feeling of being so scared but when you’re finally in the water, you’re so happy you did it. Cut through to X12c: 13:00
DD jumping off bridge
Cut to Gribby: 5 / 16:23-16:40

We created a Frankenstein.  She just bloomed.  It was so neat to see her transformation.

Cut to DD: 3/ 16:30-17:16

Gribby is one of the coolest people I’ve ever met… His stories… His passion brought it to life.”

Cut to Nulf: 9b/16:05-16:18

There was an incredible sadness that we had reached the end of our journey and this would be the last night that our group was together.

Fade to B-roll montage (Begin musical score)
X14: 18:45 above the lake through the grasses

X9c: 3:52
Keane up on top of mountain

X9b: 29:41
Corps sitting in front of L&C banner

X10: 21:32
Corps clapping and celebrating

(N) It’s incredible to have actually been inside a place that was once buried at the bottom of a massive ocean, lived on by Native Americans, explored by some of the most famous American historical figures, and now “discovered” by a group of teenagers from Connecticut. But more than anything else, I have an overwhelming feeling of satisfaction with myself and with my fellow corps members. We went out to do something almost 2 years ago, unsure of what the future would bring, and now we’ve become a second family.

Cut to Erc: 2 / 52:19-52:52

Lewis and Clark represent an adventure that no sane man would do… I’m glad to have experienced that.

Cut to K-rob: 1 / 27:02-27:19

What I learned about Lewis and Clark wasn’t as important as what I learned about myself.

Cut through to X10: 8:40
Matt and K-rob working on tent

Cut to Ross: 6 / 26:52-27:40

The story of Lewis and Clark is so important to me because now I’ve modeled my life after them… they were pioneers in so many fields… that is what inspired me to live my life and expand it.


Cut through to X9b: 25:32
Ross and Jalbert pulling canoe in race


Cut to Fallon: 4/ 55:10-55:26

It’s translated into my life… nature is such a lure… once experienced it can’t be ignored.


Cut through to X9b: 21:00
Keane and Bossone pulling canoe in race

Cut to Nulf: 9b/20:30-21:26 ( begin musical score)

This trip helped me realize the best thing about teaching.  If I can help them to get into the right places and have the right experiences then they will learn… It was really reflective, experiential education.


Cut through to X9b: 22:41
Nulf waving from the bank

Cut to Parisi: 56:40-57:24

If you have a dream and really want it bad bring others to it.  The more people, the greater it got and the greater our rewards.  I learned a lot about teaching and learning.  It was an epic experience in my life.


Cut through to X9b: 27:10
Finish line with cheers

Cut to Gribby: 5 / 24:14-24:30

It was a renewal… to get back to nature… I need another Lewis and Clark Expedition.

Cut through to X9b: 22:54
Gribby pulled in canoe

Fade to A-roll X10: 13:17 Phil MacDonald making fire in the Olympiad
(N) comments talking to the audience, of what this odyssey meant and his hope that this film will rekindle the spirit of exploration in all of us.

Cross fade to X8d: 2:16
Rolling grasses waving in the wind below Marias 


(End musical Score)

FADE TO BLACK , (end music)

Roll Credits to (Big and Rich, Save a Horse Ride a Cowboy)
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